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Introduction 
 
This Index for The Bell and the River, the 1956 biography of Mother Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart, was compiled in 2008 in an effort to make it easier to access the contents 
of the book. The creation of this Index does not affirm that the text is correct or that the 
events, conversations or personal thoughts happened as they are portrayed.  No attempt 
was made to create subject headings to reflect current concepts of social justice, core 
values, theological reflection, or other ideas embraced by Providence Health & Services. 
 
Usage rules 
 

• Abbreviations for state names are used instead of the territorial names.  For 
example, towns in Washington Territory (WT) are identified as being in 
Washington State (WA), e.g., Vancouver, WA, reflects Vancouver, WT. 

• The names of women and men who are members of a specific religious 
community are identified by the initials of their community.  They are not 
identified as “Sister” or “Father”, rather as Mary John Baptist, SP, and McGuckin, 
James, OMI 

• The names of diocesan priests are identified as “Father”, e.g., Archambeault, J. 
Alfred, Father 

• Not all Sisters of Providence mentioned in the text are listed.  They are in the 
index if they are mentioned more than once and/or if they are individuals relevant 
to the Sisters of Providence story. 

• The following abbreviations are used in the index: 
 

BC = British Columbia 
DC = Daughters of Charity 
MG = Mother Emilie Gamelin 
MJ = Mother Joseph 
NW = Northwest 
OMI = Order of Mary Immaculate 
PAV = Providence Academy, Vancouver, WA 
SJ = Society of Jesus 
SP = Sisters of Providence 
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Note: An Errata page was written for the 2006 reprint of the book. It is included hereafter 
as a reference for readers of the 1956 and 1986 editions. 

 
The Bell and the River 

Errata 
 
Re: Steamer Brother Jonathan 
Page 100:   
 
The author states that the sisters traveled from San Francisco to Vancouver, Washington 
Territory, in December 1856 aboard the steamer Brother Jonathan.  Further research indicates 
that the ship was more likely the steamer Columbia.   
 
The error occurs from a conflict in sources.  The original journal kept by the five founding sisters 
at the time of their journey to Vancouver states that they traveled on the Columbia.  “We resumed 
our voyage [taking] the last steamer, called Columbia, that was going to Portland, a city ten 
leagues from Vancouver, where our residence is.”  The Brother Jonathan is first mentioned in the 
Providence Academy, Vancouver chronicles that were actually written in 1884, 28 years after the 
sisters’ arrival.  “A few years later [after the sisters’ arrival in Vancouver], our steamer, Brother 
Jonathan, perished there* with all of its passengers.”  [*Even here the historical context is not 
correct because the previous sentence in the chronicles refers to the bar of the Columbia River.  
Neither ship sank on the bar; the Brother Jonathan sank off the coast of California.] 
 
Research of coastal steamers shows that the Columbia was a regularly scheduled liner between 
California and Oregon from 1851 to 1862.  The Brother Jonathan ran between New York and 
Chagres (later Aspinwall) from 1851 to 1852 and from 1852 to 1856 between San Francisco and 
San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua.  In 1857 it was renamed Commodore and then served west coast 
routes.  Later, the Commodore reverted to its original name, Brother Jonathan, until it sank in 
1865.  When the chronicles were written in 1884, the name Columbia could have been confused 
with Commodore.  The sister annalist recorded the name by which it was known at its sinking, 
Brother Jonathan.     
 
 
Re: American Institute of Architects award 
Page 258: 

It has been published in many books and articles that the American Institute of Architects (AIA) 
declared Mother Joseph the first architect in the Northwest in 1953.  This is incorrect.  

The AIA did hold its 1953 national convention in Seattle, Wash. During the meeting, newspaper 
articles in Seattle and Yakima, Wash., alluded to the opinions of individual architects which were 
later misread as an official action of the American Institute of Architects. In fact, a thorough 
search of records and minutes in the AIA Archives reveals that there was no official discussion of 
Mother Joseph nor a formal declaration of her status as the region's first architect. This is not to 
say that Mother Joseph should not be honored for her role in designing and supervising 
construction of hospitals and schools.  Her skills and activities in the field are well documented 
through chronicles, correspondence, oral history and newspaper reports of the time, and have 
been acknowledged by architectural historians. So, while it is not correct to say that she was 
acclaimed by the AIA as the first architect in the Northwest, it is definitely appropriate to state that 
Mother Joseph "is recognized as one of the first architects of the Northwest." 

 
Loretta Zwolak Greene 
Archivist, Mother Joseph Province 
November 2005 
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Index to 
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Heading Subheading Page 
Acapulco, Mexico (1856 
journey to NW) 

 94-96 

Accordion Gift from Sisters of Mercy in San 
Francisco 

100 

 Use of 103, 110, 111, 114 
Ahtanum Mission, Yakima          
Valley, WA 

 138 

Alemany, Joseph,   
Archbishop of San 
Francisco, CA 

 96, 98 

American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) 

 Errata, 258 

American Protective 
Association (A.P.A.) 

 256 

“Angel of the Prisons”  30 
Archambeault, J. Alfred, 
Father 

 242-243, 246, 257, 
262, 263 

 Condolences on MJ’s death 268 
 Guide on begging trip 213-214 
Asiles/refuges In Montreal 37 
 See also: Providence Asile  
Aspinwall, Panama [1856 
journey to the NW]  

 92-94 

Association of Charity, 
Montreal 

See: Ladies of Charity, Montreal  

Attic First lodging in Bishop’s home 107 
Babbitt, [Lawrence 
Sprague], Major 
[commander of US arsenal 
post, Vancouver, WA, 1865-
1871]  

Furnishes lumber to MJ 170 

Baker [Moise Loisel]  111-112 
Baptism  123, 167-168 
Bazaar   229, 237 
 Cow donated for 223 
 In Walla Walla, WA 188-189 
Beauchamp, Marie Laywoman comes to help sisters in 

Vancouver, WA 
127 
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Begging See also: Fundraising  
 A.M.A. Blanchet in Europe, 1855 2-3 
 General 204, 254, 256 
 Ignace Bourget in Montreal, 1842-3 36, 38 
 In British Columbia, Cariboo mines, 

1874-5 
224-226 

 In gold mines/camps 179-180, 183, 185, 
190, 194, 198, 203, 
204, 213-215, 229, 
230-231 

 In Idaho and Montana, 1866 190-195 
 In lumber/logging camps 223, 249 
 In South America 223-224 
 Murderers 214-215 
 Stagecoach bandits 230-231 
Bells At Providence Academy, Vancouver, 

WA 
232-233 

 At Providence Asile, Montreal, 
named “Marie Elizabeth Genevieve” 

53-55, 105, 128 

 At St. Martin de Laval, Quebec, 
named “Great Bourdon” 

54, 105, 181 

 At St. Mary Church, San Francisco, 
CA 

99 

 At Notre Dame Church, Montreal 54 
 At Vancouver, WA 127-128 
 Leaving Montreal 6 
 Ringing on arrival in Vancouver, WA 105 
Bertholet, Olivier Donates buildings for Asiles in 

Montreal 
37 

Bitterroot Mountains 
(Idaho, Montana) 

Crossing 190-195, 209 

Blanchet, Augustine 
Magloire Alexander, 1st 
Bishop of Nesqually, WA 

 59, 69, 144, 201 

 Begging trips 2-3 
 Consecration as bishop 9-10, 63 
 Correspondence 139, 173, 234 
 Death, 1887 248 
 Description of 2, 6, 8-10 
 Mother Joseph  6, 8-9, 81, 173 
 Native Americans 115, 139-140 
 Patriotes, 1837 9 
 Sacred Heart embroidery 110 
 Sisters’ housing in Bishop’s attic 107 
 Vancouver Mission Claim 212-213 
 Vocation discussion with MG 9 
 1852 Missionary group 4, 78-79 
 1856 Missionary group  
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       - Journey 1-11, 81, 92-93, 100, 
102, 104 

       - Mandate to sisters, 1856 114-115 
Blanchet, Francis Norbert, 
Archbishop of Oregon City, 
OR 

 2, 59-62, 78, 159-
161, 201, 226 

 Consecration as Bishop, 1845 59, 62 
 Death at St. Vincent Hospital, 

Portland, OR, 1885 
239-240 

Blanchet, John  Baptiste 
[architect] 

 170, 216 

 Recognition by dying foundress 266 
Boise, ID  194 
Bourget, Ignace, Bishop of 
Montreal 

Approval of sisters for Oregon 
Territory 

4, 5, 8 

 Begging  36, 38 
 Bust of, from Montreal 233 
 Consecrates A.M.A. Blanchet as 

bishop 
9-10 

 Death 245, 248 
 Description of 38, 50-51 
 Daughters of Charity from France 

and establishment of SPs  
39 

 Message <alpha order?>to sisters in 
NW, 1878 

235 

 Mother Gamelin 10, 39, 41, 48, 50-
51, 75, 77 

 Mother Joseph  
       - Correspondence, to/from 149, 150, 159, 173, 

200-215, 227, 229, 
235, 260-261 

       - Given “of the Sacred Heart” 5, 81, 226-227 
       - Pen and Vow for Perfection 86 
 Novitiate in the West 215 
 Rule of St. Vincent de Paul 10 
 Typhus 68 
Brouillet, J. B. A. (Jean 
Baptiste Abraham), Abbé 

  

 Arranges sisters’ housing, 1856 106-107 
 Death 240 
 Relationship with MJ and SPs  104, 113, 132, 152, 

153, 158, 159, 176, 
186-187, 213, 249 

 Incorporation of sisters’ works 153 
 School for boys, Vancouver, WA 120-121, 159 
 Support of Native Americans 130, 137, 140, 240-

241 
 Walla Walla, WA 69, 137, 186-189 
Bruyère, Elizabeth Esther Pariseau’s teacher 30-33, 36, 48 
Buchanan, James, U.S. Election, 1856 85, 87 
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President 
Camito, Marie  Mentally ill patient 175 
Camping  191-195, 213-214 
 Bears 193-194 
 Rattlesnakes 194 
 Wolves and fire 192-193 
Caruana, Joseph, SJ  250 
Cariboo Mine area 197, 224-226 
Carmelites, Montreal  224 
Caron, Arthur, Abbé, 
pastor of MJ’s home parish 

 30, 35, 36, 39, 50-51 

Cataldo, Joseph M., Father  135, 234 
Catholic Indian Missions 
of Washington 

 241 

Catholicism in the 
Northwest 

 60-62, 119-120 

Chile First Sisters of Providence 
missionary group 

4, 79-81, 93, 98, 
132, 199, 224 

Chinese In San Francisco, CA 99 
Chirouse, Casimir, OMI Request for Indian school in Tulalip, 

WA 
203 

Cholera, in Montreal 1848 72-73 
 1851 76 
Christmas First, 1856 112-114 
 1859 163 
Civil War, U.S.  166-167 
Claessens, Charles, Father  249 
Coadjutrix sisters  199 
Coeur d’Alene Mission 
[Sacred Heart Mission, 
Cataldo, ID] 

 138, 192-193, 242 

Colón, Panama See: Aspinwall  
Columbia River  135, 181 
 Crossing the Bar 102-103 
Commission on Indian 
Affairs 

 241 

Communication Methods of 199-200 
Constitutions, approbation 
of 

 257, 258, 259 

Construction  170-171 
County Poor Farm, 
Georgetown, Seattle, WA 
[Providence Hospital] 

 239 

Cow  Donation for bazaar 223 
Crate, Frederick William 
[father of Nancy Crate, Mary 
John Baptist, SP] 

 172, 184 
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Daughters of Charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul (DC) 

Emmitsburg, MD 10, 40-41 

 Of France, taking over works of MG 36, 37, 39 
 San Francisco, CA 98 
Daughters of Charity, 
Servants of the Poor 

Official title of Sisters of Providence  40 

de Ryker, Remigius, Father 
[Montana missionary] 

 205 

Deaths, first at St. Joseph 
Hospital, Vancouver, WA 

 145 

Debt  See: Financial Need  
Delmonico Hotel, New 
York, NY [1856 journey to 
NW] 

 84-85 

Demers, Modeste, Abbé 
[later first Bishop of 
Vancouver Island, BC] 

 60-62, 131, 141, 
159, 240 

DeSmet, Peter Jean, SJ  61-62, 141, 209 
D’Herbonez, Louis, OMI, 
Bishop of New Westminster, 
BC 

 224-225, 249 

Diocese of Nesqually, WA  2, 3 
Diocese of Oregon, OR  60-62 
Diocese of Walla Walla, 
WA 

 2, 63 

Diphtheria  250 
Donation Land Act  137 
Douglas Fir  170 
Dress in lay clothes [1856 
journey to NW] 

 84 

Elderly, care of In Montreal 36-37, 39, 48  
 In Vancouver 124-125 
 Yellow House 37 
Elderly ladies Handiwork 37 
Emmitsburg, MD  10, 40-41 
English language   119, 172, 188 
Farming, Vancouver, WA  22, 140, 168, 169, 

171, 204, 228, 256, 
264 

Financial need  183, 185, 203, 216, 
217, 219, 221-223, 
226, 228, 229-230, 
237, 241, 242-243 

First white women to cross 
Rocky Mountains eastward 

 209 

Floods And destruction of crops 204, 228 

Forts  Astoria 103 
 Boise, Colville, Nez Percé, 

Okanogan, Victoria 
62 
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Fort Vancouver, WA  (U.S. 
Military) 

 104, 136-138, 166-
167, 196, 212-213 

 Soldiers’ support of SPs 169-170, 229, 256 
Foundresses   

- Blandine of the Holy  
Angels (Zepherin Collin) 

 5, 88, 90, 91, 94, 96, 
100, 101, 103, 113, 
115, 116, 121, 123, 
124, 132, 136, 146, 
148, 154, 158, 161, 
182, 199, 228 

 English language 119, 172 
 Mistress of novices 171-172 
 Plays accordion 100, 103, 110-111, 

114 
 Popcorn 111 
 Relationship with Mother Joseph 128-130, 264-265 
 Work with Native Americans 141, 209-210 
- Mary of the Precious Blood 

(Helen Norton) 
 5, 88, 96, 108, 113, 

115, 116, 121, 123, 
128, 247 

 Begging 164-165 
 Death 233-234 
 Description  118, 147-148 
 English language 119, 188 
 Holy Habit (Reception as Novice) 118 
 Relationship with Mother Joseph 118, 130, 147-148 
 Popcorn 111, 118 
 Profession of First Vows 147-148 

- Praxedes of Providence 
(Desanges Lamothe) 

 5, 88, 101, 110, 113, 
124, 148, 154, 201, 
217 

 Appointed Vicar, 1866 202-203, 206 
 Care of mentally ill 175-176 
 Death  247 
 English language 119 
 Mistress of Novices 172 
 Relationship with Mother Joseph 115-116, 129, 130, 

203, 232, 234 
 Under Mother Gamelin 203 

- Vincent de Paul  
(Adelaide Theriault) 

 5, 88, 108, 109, 112, 
115, 116, 118, 122, 
148 

 English language 119 
 First profession 147 
 Holy Habit (Reception as a Novice) 118 
 Relationship with Mother Joseph 118, 199 
Frazer River, BC Begging in 225-226 
French Canadians Sentiments of country 25-26, 30 
French language  172 
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Fundraising See also: Begging  
 Bazaars 223 (Cow), 229, 237, 

188-189 
 For elderly in Montreal 39 
 In Vancouver, WA 142, 153, 164-165 
Gamelin, Mother Emilie Acquires Rules of St. Vincent de 

Paul, Emmitsburg, MD 
7-8, 10, 40-41 

 Death and burial 7-8, 76-77 
 Description/thoughts of by MJ 8, 47-48 
 Dissension in the community  73-76 
 Illness, 1844 48-49 
 Ladies of Charity 36-37, 48 
 Our Lady of Sorrows 47-48 
 Profession, first, 1844 48-52 
 Providence Asile 36-37, 40, 44-47 
 Relationship with MJ 8, 42-43, 45, 76 
 Support of western missions 8 
 Visits prisoners/Patriotes 30 
 Vocation discernment 9, 40-41 
Gardening See: Farming  
Giorda, Joseph, SJ  191-192 
Gold See: Begging in gold mines/camps  
 See: Mining camps and towns  
Gordon, Mary Agnes 
[orphan] 

 167 

Grassi, Urban, SJ  172, 209 
Grant, Ulysses, U.S. 
President 

And Native Americans 241 

Grapevines  171 
Grey Nuns See: Sisters of Charity of Montreal 

“Grey Nuns” 
 

Habit Garb during travels, 1856 5, 85 
Hardie, James A., Captain 
[U.S. Army, Vancouver, WA] 

Sacred Heart altar in Cathedral  227-228 

 Sacred Heart painting at PAV 174-175 
Harvey, William S., General 
[U.S. Army, Vancouver, WA] 

 138, 164, 169 

Holy Angels College, 
Vancouver, WA 

 120-121 

Holy Names Sisters See: Sisters of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary 

 

Homesickness/Loneliness  44-45, 91, 126, 245, 
254 

Hospitals Providence Hospital, Oakland, CA 260-261 
 Providence Hospital, Seattle, WA 235, 239 
 Sacred Heart Hospital, Spokane, 

WA 
248-249 

 Saint Elizabeth Hospital, Yakima, 
WA 

250 
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 Saint John of God Lunatic Asylum, 
Vancouver, WA 

175-178, 196, 218 

 Saint John Hospital, Port Townsend, 
WA 

250 

 Saint Joseph Hospital, Vancouver, 
WA 

142, 248, 253 

   - Expansion 145-146, 153, 178, 
185, 196, 215 

   - Fire  237 
   - Foundation 141-146 
   - Patients 144-145, 184 
   - Pharmacy 146, 151 
 Saint Ignatius Hospital, Colfax, WA 250 
 Saint Mary Hospital, Astoria, OR 236 
 Saint Mary Hospital, New 

Westminster, BC 
249 

 Saint Mary Hospital, Walla Walla, 
WA 

236 

 Saint Peter Hospital, Olympia, WA 249 
 Saint Vincent Hospital, Portland, OR 226, 227, 240, 250, 

252, 254 
Hotel-Dieu Hospital, 
Montreal (Religious 
Hospitallers of St. Joseph – 
RHSJ) 

 35, 37 

Huberdault, Gedeon, 
Father 

Escort for 1852 missionary group 80 

Hudson Bay Company  2, 59, 104, 137, 169-
170, 172, 195 

Immaculate Conception, 
Feast of, December 8 

Arrival in Vancouver, WA 104 

Immaculate Conception 
School, DeSmet, ID 

 210, 237 

Incorporation  153-155 
Irish immigration  65-67 
Isthmus of Panama [1856 
journey to the NW] 

 92-93 

Jesuits See: Society of Jesus  
Joseph, Mother (Esther 
Pariseau)  

  

Prior to Entrance Baptism 14 
 Birth, 1823 12 
 Description, age 17 31-32 
 Education  18-19, 31-33 
 Entrance to community 42-43, 204 
 Family life and upbringing 14-16, 18-20, 22 
 First communion 22 
 Patriotes and Louis Papineau 24-29 
 Religious upbringing/spirituality 19-20, 22 
 Sewing 18-19 



 13 

 Vocation discernment  33-36 
 Wood working  11, 16-18, 22.  See 

also: After Entrance 
– Wood working 

After Entrance   
 Acquires “of the Sacred Heart” 5, 81, 226-227 
 American Institute of Architects Errata, 258 
 Appointed bursar of western 

missions, 1866 
202-203 

 Appointed superior, “sister servant,” 
of the foundresses 

5, 81 

 Architect 226, 236, 237-239, 
249, 258 

 At Asile 45-47 
 Candle making 55 
 Begging trips (to gold mines) 179-180, 183, 184-

185, 203-204, 213-
215, 224-226, 230-
231, 254 

 Cancer 263, 265 
 Correspondence to Montreal 126-127, 128, 129, 

132, 149, 150, 152, 
162, 173-175, 199-
200, 246, 257, 260 

 Correspondence with family 132, 134, 156-157, 
232 

 Death and funeral 199, 262-268 
 Depression 130-131 
 Finds lodging in Vancouver, 1856 107 
 Formation of young sisters 173, 232 
 Generosity 256, 260 
 Holy Names Sisters, relationship 

with 
160, 182-183 

 Jubilee, 50th, 1895 244-245, 247 
 Last words 266 
 Ministries/duties/work (in Montreal) 45-46, 55-56, 63, 66, 

70-71, 76, 78-79 
 Mother Gamelin  
      - Nurses MG 49 
      - Shared room with MG 76 
      - Thoughts of MG 8, 47-48, 73-76, 95, 

202, 224, 257 
 Needlecraft/sewing 63, 70, 113, 199, 

257 
 Novice (reception of Holy Habit), 

1844 
52, 173-174 

 Not accepted for Oregon, 1852 79 
 Organizes room off Bishop’s kitchen 109 
 Postulancy 44-45 
 Private vow for perfection 86, 131, 246 
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 Profession, 1845 57-58 
 Promise to St. Joseph 154-155 
 Relationship with military 229, 256 
 Retreat 172-173, 261 
 Sacred Heart, devotion and promise 

to 
174-175, 181, 226-
227, 238 

 Spiritual life 7, 45-46, 54, 86, 
168, 172-173, 215, 
229, 246-247, 262-
265 

 Support of western missions 
(thoughts of Oregon) 

8, 63, 69-70, 79, 99, 
103 

 Tabernacle veil 257 
 Thoughts about herself 115, 129,130-131, 

148-149, 151-152, 
172-173, 178, 181, 
185, 200-201, 202, 
204, 234, 241-243, 
245-246, 254 

 Typhus, caring for victims 65-69 
 Visits to Montreal and her family, 

1863, 1890, 1898 
181, 245, 254-255 

 Vocation 45 
 Wax-work 70, 232, 233, 239, 

255, 257 
 Wood working  11, 117, 248, 255.  

See also: Prior to 
entrance – Wood 
working 

Journey to the Northwest, 
1852 (Foundation in Chile) 

 4, 79-81, 93, 98 

Journey to the Northwest, 
1856, (Foundation in 
Vancouver, WA) 

  

 Depart from Montreal for New York 
City 

1-2, 5-6, 10-11, 82, 
206 

 Arrive New York City, NY 82-87 
 Depart New York City for Kingston 

on S.S. Illinois 
87-88, 100-101 

 Arrive Kingston, Jamaica 90-92 
 Arrive Aspinwall, Panama 92-94 
 Depart Aspinwall for Acapulco, 

Mexico and San Francisco on S.S. 
Golden Age 

94-96 

 Arrive San Francisco, CA 96-100 
 Depart San Francisco for Vancouver 

on S.S. Columbia 
100-104 

 Arrive Vancouver, WA 104 
 Description of Oregon 99, 103-105 
Journey to the Northwest, 
1859 

With Holy Names Sisters and 
Sisters of St. Ann 

160-163 
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Jubilee of foundation in the 
West  

50th, 1881 236 

Junger, Aegidius, 2nd 
Bishop of Nesqually, WA 
[and chaplain to the sisters] 

 198, 205, 217-220, 
229-230, 244 

 Bright’s Disease and death at St. 
Joseph Hospital, Vancouver, WA 

253 

Kelly, Mrs. [Traveling 
companion, 1856 journey to 
the NW] 

 88, 94 

King, Michael, Father [1856 
journey to the NW] 

Secretary to Joseph Alemany, 
Archbishop of San Francisco 

96-99, 111 

Kingston, Jamaica [1856 
journey to the NW] 

 90-92 

Ladies of Charity, Montreal  36-49, 50 
Ladies of Charity, 
Vancouver, WA 

 142-146 

Lake, Emily, first orphan  121-123 
Laroque, Joseph, Msgr.  129 
Lloyd, John, first patient at 
St. Joseph Hospital 

 142, 144, 145 

Lodging/housing Lack of upon arrival; in Bishop’s 
house, 1856 

106-108 

 New convent, 1857 117 
Loisel, Moise [assistant and 
baker] 

 87, 89, 94, 125, 127 

 Lost in San Francisco, CA, and 
arrival in Vancouver, WA [Popcorn] 

100, 111-112 

 Baker 111 
Lootens, Louis, Bishop of 
Boise, ID 

 213 

Lumber Donations of building materials from 
Fort Vancouver 

169-170 

Mass, celebration of the 
liturgy 

Arrival of Superior General , 1859 161-162 

 First in the Northwest, 1838 61 
 In Vancouver, WA, after SP arrival, 

1856 
108-109 

 In the new convent, 1857 118 

McGuckin, James, O.M.I.  Cariboo gold rush 226 
McLoughlin, John, Dr.  60, 171 
Medicine  146 
Melanges Religieux Account of first Holy Habit, 1843 39-41 
 Providence Asile, Montreal, bell 53 
Mentally ill, care of   175-178, 204, 218 
Mesplie, Toussaint, Father    190, 230 
Meuwese, Aloysius, Father   249 
Migration westward 1860s 197 
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Mining camps and towns  81, 180, 194, 197, 

213, 214, 226, 230-
232 

Ministries in NW Conflict over establishment of 151 
 Education 115, 117, 119-122, 

127, 128, 129, 148, 
150, 151, 152, 163, 
186-187, 233, 249, 
251-252 

 Elderly care 124-125 
 Growth of 184, 187, 195-196, 

209-212, 226, 228, 
235-236, 249-250, 
257-258 

 Health Care  153, 184, 185, 226, 
248-250.  See also: 
St. Joseph Hospital, 
Vancouver, WA 

 Mandate 115 
 Native Americans  115, 129-130, 139-

141, 209-212 
 Orphans 121-124, 130, 139, 

152-153, 163, 167, 
168, 257-258 

 Overwork/extent of  148-150 
 Sisters become Bishop’s 

housekeeper 
109, 112-113, 149-
150 

 Vestment making 112, 113 
Mission Claim/Reserve, 
Vancouver, WA  

Dispute over it; SP move outside of 
it 

195-196, 198, 212-
213 

Missionary activity in the 
NW 

Growth of 60-62 

Montreal  1, 56, 78, 106 
 Comparison with NW 104  
 Departure from 1-2, 5-11, 82 
Moss Residence 
(Providence Hospital, 
Seattle, WA) 

 239 

Mullan Road and Mullan, 
John, Captain 

 135, 138 

Music/singing  99, 103, 110, 111, 
114, 127 

 In schools 120, 132, 148, 150, 
151 

Native Americans   2-3, 136-140 
 Impact of whites 136-139, 208, 209 
 Request for school in Tulalip, WA 203 
 Selstice’s request for SPs to teach 

girls 
210 
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 SP hope to work with/ SP ministry 
with 

99, 115, 129-130, 
139-141, 208-212, 
223 

 SP study Native language 209 
 Supported by Abbé J.B. A. Brouillet  130, 137, 140, 240-

241 
 Wars 136-138 
Native Americans – Chiefs Joseph, Red Cloud, Sitting Bull 208 
 Kamiakin (Yakima Tribe) 137 
 Selstice (Coeur d’Alenes) 210 
Native Americans - Tribes   
 Apache 208 
 Cayuse 2, 137 
 Cheyenne 208 
 Chinook 2 
 Coeur d’Alene 61, 136, 138, 141 
 Flathead 61 
 Klickitat 3 
 Navajo 208 
 Nez Perce 2-3, 208 
 Palouse 136 
 Pend d’Oreille 209 
 Spokane 136 
 Wailatpu 3 
 Yakima 2 
Native plants  123 
New Year 1857 114 
New York City, NY [1856 
journey to the NW] 

 82-87 

Norton, Mary Ellen See: Sisters of Providence – 
Individual: Mary of the Precious 
Blood 

 

Novitiate In Montreal  39, 41, 173 
 In Vancouver, WA; and Reopened 171-172, 215 
O’Dea, Edward, 3rd Bishop 
of Nesqually, WA 

Appointed Bishop  253-254 

 MJ’s death 265, 266 
Oregon City, OR SPs take refuge in, 1852 4, 81 
Orphans Montreal 49, 53 
 Vancouver, WA 121-124, 130, 139, 

152-153, 163, 167, 
168, 175, 201, 202, 
217, 218, 222, 250, 
264 

Our Lady/Mother of 
Sorrows/Seven Dolors 
(devotion) 

 47, 174 

 To be spared from typhus 68 
Our Lady of Seven Dolors 
School, Tulalip, WA 

 209 
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Panama City [1856 journey 
to NW] 

 93-94 

Papineau, Louis Joseph  24, 26, 28-30 
Pariseau, Elodie (MJ’s 
sister) 

 133 

Pariseau, Eulalie (MJ’s 
sister) 

 18, 38, 47 

Pariseau, Francoise (MJ’s 
mother) 

 11, 23, 31, 36, 38, 
47 

 Teaching her children 18-19, 22, 31 
 Death 73 
Pariseau, George (MJ’s 
brother) 

Immigrating to the NW 64, 156-158 

Pariseau, Joseph (MJ’s 
father) 

 26, 27, 29, 36,116, 
128, 132-133, 181 

 Carriage shop 11, 16-18, 64 
 Death 133 
 Esther’s entrance, 1843 42-43 
 Farming 21 
Pariseau, Joseph (MJ’s 
brother) 

 12,15, 23, 26, 27,31, 
64 

Pariseau, Julie (MJ’s sister) See: Sisters of Providence – 
Individuals: Martin 

 

Pariseau, Luce (MJ’s sister)  12, 15, 18, 19, 23, 
31, 35 

Pariseau, Martin (MJ’s 
great-grandfather) 

 24 

Pariseau, Moyse (MJ’s 
brother) 

 38, 42 

Pariseau, Salomie (MJ’s 
sister) 

 23, 38, 47 

Pariseau, Seraphine (MJ’s 
sister) 

 38, 47 

Pariseau, Stanislaus (MJ’s 
brother) 

 15, 22, 27-28, 29, 
31, 42, 48, 64, 232 

Pariseau, Zoe (MJ’s sister)  18 
Patriotes, 1837  9, 26, 27-29, 30 
Pellan, Rose Orphan who traveled with the sisters 

to Walla Walla, WA 
188 

Pendosy, Charles, OMI  138 
Petrain, Joseph  168 
Pharmacy, at Saint Joseph 
Hospital, Vancouver, WA  

 146, 151 

Pickering, William, 
Governor of Washington 
Territory 

Care of mentally ill 176-178 

Pius IX, Pope A.M.A. Blanchet 2-3, 86 
 Irish and typhus 66 
Point St. Charles, Montreal Typhus 66-67 
Politics in eastern Canada 1763 13, 24-30 
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Popcorn  111-112; 118 
Poulin, André, Father    190 
Predmore, [John], Mr. Sold Vancouver land to MJ 196 
Prince, Jean-Charles, 
Canon [later Bishop of Saint-
Hyacinthe] 

  

 Blessing 1856 group 206 
 Editor, Melanges Religieux 40 
 Mother Gamelin 40-41, 77 
 Spiritual director of SPs 40, 48, 54, 56-57 
Profession of vows Montreal, 1844, 1845 48-52, 57-58 
 Vancouver, 1857, 1858 118, 147-148 
Promise to St. Joseph  154-155 
Providence Academy, 
Vancouver, WA 

Bell 232-233 

 Chapel  227-228, 237-239, 
255 

 Extension, 1891 247 
 Laying of cornerstone 217-220 
 Move in, 1874 221 
 Purchase of property/building of 196, 213, 215-220 
 St. Joseph statue 221, 255 
Providence Asile, Montreal  1, 8, 36-38, 39, 40, 

42, 44-47, 78 
Providence Asile, 
Vancouver, WA 

 143, 198 

Providence Hospital, 
Oakland, CA 

 260-261 

Providence Hospital, 
Seattle, WA 

 235, 239 

Providence St. Amable 
School, Olympia, WA 

 249 

Ragaru, Aloysius A., SJ  261, 265 
Railroad Growth 179, 197, 217 
 Impact on native Americans 208 
 In contrast to boat and stage 207-208 
   
Rainey, John, Sgt., and 
Rainey, Catherine and 
Jane [orphans] 

 167 

Refuges for elderly See: Asile  
Resther, Zephirin, SJ Donates Sacred Heart painting 227 
Riverboat travel  179-180, 182 
Rossi, Louis, Father  3, 5, 87, 91, 94, 100, 

101, 104, 107, 109, 
118, 131, 132, 148-
149, 153 

Rule of the Community  56 
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Rule of St. Vincent de Paul And care of cholera victims 72-73 
 Brought from Emmitsburg, MD, by 

Mother Gamelin 
10, 41 

 Given to first seven novices 40 
Sacred Heart  222, 241 
 Altar  174-175, 238 
 Dedication of NW mission to 134, 174-175 
 Embroidery 110 
 Painting at PAV 227-228 
Sacred Heart School, 
Colville, WA 

 210, 242 

Sacred Heart Hospital, 
Spokane, WA 

 248-249 

Sacred Heart Province Comparison to Saint Ignatius 
Province 

242-243 

 Evaluation of by Father Alfred 
Archambeault 

242-243 

 Formation 1891 241 
Sadlier, Dennis and James 
[1856 journey to NW] 

In New York City, NY 84 

Saint Elizabeth Hospital, 
Yakima, WA 

 250 

Saint Eugene Indian 
School, Kootenay, BC 

 250 

Saint Francis Xavier 
Mission, Cowlitz, WA 

 228 

Saint Genevieve 
Orphanage, New 
Westminster, BC 

 257-258 

Saint James Acre 
Cemetery, Vancouver, WA 

SPs buried at 247 

St. James 
Church/Cathedral, 
Vancouver, WA 

 147, 195-196, 198 

Saint John of God Lunatic 
Asylum, Vancouver, WA 

 175-178, 196, 218 

Saint John Hospital, Port 
Townsend, WA 

 250 

Saint  Joseph Devotion to 154-155, 158, 168, 
221, 239, 255 

Saint Joseph Academy, 
Sprague, WA 

 249 

Saint Joseph Academy, 
Yakima, WA 

 250 
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Saint Joseph Hospital, 
Vancouver, WA 

 142, 248, 253 

 Expansion 145-146, 153, 178, 
185, 196, 215 

 Fire  237 
 Foundation 141-146 
 Patients 144-145, 184 
 Pharmacy 146, 151 
Saint Joseph Mission, 
Cariboo, BC 

 226 

Saint Joseph Mission, 
Yakima, WA 

Establishment and hardships 228 

Saint Ignatius Hospital, 
Colfax, WA 

 250 

Saint Ignatius Mission, St. 
Ignatius, MT 

 190-191, 194, 203-
204, 209, 242 

Saint Mary Hospital and 
Saint Mary Church, San 
Francisco, CA 

 96, 97-99 

Saint Mary Hospital, 
Astoria, OR 

 236 

Saint Mary Hospital, New 
Westminster, BC 

 249 

Saint Mary Hospital, Walla 
Walla, WA 

 236 

Saint-Onge, Louis, Father 
[guide on begging trips] 

 191-194, 204-205 

Saint Paul, OR  62 
Saint Peter Hospital, 
Olympia, WA 

 249 

Saints Victor and Lucien, 
[wax figures at Providence 
Academy chapel] 

 233, 239, 255 

Saint Vincent Academy, 
Walla Walla, WA 

 186-189, 236 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society, Portland, OR, 
[donated land for St. Vincent 
Hospital, Portland, OR] 

 226 

Saint Vincent Hospital, 
Portland, OR 

 226, 227, 240, 250, 
252, 254 

San Francisco, CA Description of 97-100  
Sapiel [Native American 
guide] 

 191-194 

Schools Immaculate Conception School, 
DeSmet, ID  

210, 237 

 Our Lady of Seven Dolors School, 
Tulalip, WA 

209 

 Providence Academy, Vancouver, 
WA 
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 - Bell 232-233 
 - Chapel  227-228, 237-239, 

255 
 - Extension, 1891 247 
 - Laying of cornerstone 217-220 
 - Move in, 1874 221 
 - Purchase of property/building of 196, 213, 215-220 
 - St. Joseph statue 221, 255 
 Providence St. Amable School, 

Olympia, WA 
249 

 Sacred Heart School, Colville, WA 210, 242 
 Saint Eugene Indian School, 

Kootenay, BC 
250 

 Saint Joseph Academy, Sprague, 
WA 

249 

 Saint Joseph Academy, Yakima, WA 250 
 Saint Vincent Academy, Walla 

Walla, WA 
186, 236 

Schram, Louis de G., 
Father 

 229, 251, 253, 254 

Seghers, Charles J., Bishop 
of Victoria, BC 

 224, 240 

Selstice, Chief of Coeur 
d’Alenes [letter asking for 
Women Blackrobes] 

 210 

Seasickness On S.S. Illinois 88 
 On Brother Jonathan (Columbia) 101 
Sewing machine Mother Caron acquires 85 
Sheds See: typhus  
Ships Brother Jonathan (Columbia) Errata, 100-103 
 Owyhee  179, 183, 184, 185 
 S.S. Golden Age 94, 96 
 S.S. Illinois 85, 87, 94 
Short, Amos And mission claim conflict 196 
Sister personnel Need for more sisters in NW 125, 128, 129, 130, 

131, 148, 149-150, 
152-153, 158-161 

 Arrival of sisters 151, 160-163, 183, 
201, 207 

Sister servant Title of superior 5, 122 
Sisters of Charity of 
Montreal “Grey Nuns” 
(SGM) 

 33, 35, 36, 66 

Sisters of the 
Congregation of Notre 
Dame (ND) 

 30, 35, 57, 113 
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Sisters of the Holy Names 
of Jesus and Mary (SNJM) 

Arrival in the NW 159-162 

 Mary Florentine, SNJM (sister of 
Blandine of the Holy Angels, SP) 

161 

 Relationship with SPs 160, 182-183 
 Schools 183 
 Similarities with SPs 159-160 
Sisters of Mercy (RSM) San Francisco, CA 96, 97, 99 
 Give accordion to the SPs 100 
Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur (SND-deN) 

 4, 62, 81 

Sisters of the Precious 
Blood (CPPS) 

Relationship with SPs 256-257 

Sisters of the Presentation 
(PBVM) 

In San Francisco 98 

Sisters of Providence (SP) 
- Individual 

  

Adrian (Marie Celina 
Pariseau, MJ’s niece) 

 158 

Agnes  160, 163, 223 
Amable, Mother, Superior 

General 
 228, 248, 249 

Aristide  Directress of studies in Montana 252 
Benedict Joseph, Mother Begging in logging camps 249 

Bernard Morin, Mother   224 
Blandine of the Holy  

Angels (Zepherin Collin) 
 5, 88, 90, 91, 94, 96, 

100, 101, 103, 113, 
115, 116, 121, 123, 
124, 132, 136, 146, 
148, 154, 158, 161, 
182, 199, 228 

 English language 119, 172 
 Mistress of novices 171-172 
 Plays accordion 100, 103, 110-111, 

114 
 Popcorn 111 
 Relationship with MJ 128-130, 264-265 
 Work with Native Americans 141, 209-210 

Caron, Mother; Superior 
General 

 Approval of PAV and 
groundbreaking 

216-217 

 Correspondence with MJ 123, 127, 131, 150 
 Ministries/duties/work 55, 71 
 Oregon Mission, 1852 78-80 
 Oregon Mission, 1856 5, 82, 84 
 Sewing machine, first in religious 

community 
85 

 Visits Vancouver, 1873 205, 216 
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Catherine  179, 188 

 Begging trips 183, 191-194, 203-
205 

 Chief Selstice letter seeking Women 
Blackrobes 

210 

Elizabeth (Hermengilde 
Choquet) entered the same 

day as MJ 

 43, 45, 46, 48, 52, 
58, 113 

Joseph of Arimathea Begging trip 213-215 
 Foundress Sacred Heart Hospital, 

Spokane 
248 

Laroque, Mother Superior, 1852 missionary group 79, 98, 127 
Martin (Julie  

Pariseau, MJ’s sister) 
  

 Before Entrance 15, 18, 19, 27-28, 
31, 35, 42, 48 

 Entrance, 1846 63-64 
 Ministries/duties/work 71 
 Relationship with Mother Joseph 7, 133, 134, 156-

157, 181, 183, 245 
 Typhus, 1847, caring for victims 67-8 
 Vows 70 

Mary Antoinette, Mother 
Superior General 

 246, 258, 260, 262 

 Support of teaching profession and 
teachers 

251-252 

 MJ’s death 267-268 
Mary Augustine  172, 230 

Mary Conrad  223, 251 
Mary John Baptist  

(Nancy Crate) 
 172, 183-184 

Mary of the Infant Jesus  191, 209 
 Learns native language 209 

Mary of the Nativity  91, 186 
Mary of the Precious Blood 

(Helen Norton) 
 5, 88, 96, 108, 113, 

115, 116, 121, 123, 
128, 247 

 Begging 164-165 
 Death 233-234 
 Description  118, 147-148 
 English language 119, 188 
 Holy Habit (Reception as Novice) 118 
 Relationship with Mother Joseph 118, 130, 147-148 
 Popcorn 111, 118 
 Profession of First Vows 147-148 

Mary Peter  151, 152 
Mary Raphael  

(Emily Guimond) 
Postulant arrived in 1859 and entered 
novitiate around 1859 

161,163 
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Mary Wilfrid Directress of Studies in Washington 252 
Paul Miki   186, 191, 209 

Peter of Alcantara  207, 224-226 
Peter Claver Sacred Heart oil painting 227 

Philomene, Mother;  
Superior General 

 159-160, 173-175 

 Visitation, 1866-1867 199-206 
 Visit to St. Ignatius Mission, Montana 203-204 

Philomene of Jesus 
(Anastasia Wall) 

 172 

Praxedes of Providence 
(Desanges Lamothe) 

 5, 88, 101, 110, 113, 
124, 148, 154, 201, 
217 

 Appointed Vicar, 1866 202-203, 206 
 Care of mentally ill 175-176 
 Death  247 
 English language 119 
 Mistress of Novices 172 
 Relationship with Mother Joseph 115-116, 129, 130, 

203, 232, 234 
 Under Mother Gamelin 203 

Pudent Arrived in NW 1859 161, 163, 203-205 
Remi  191, 209 

Vincent de Paul  
(Adelaide Theriault) 

 5, 88, 108, 109, 112, 
115, 116, 118, 122, 
148 

 English language 119 
 First profession 147 
 Holy Habit (Reception as a Novice) 118 
 Relationship with Mother Joseph 118, 199 

Wilson Travels with 1856 foundresses 5, 84 
 Typhus, 1847 68 
Sisters of Providence, 
Montreal (SP) 

  

 Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de 
Paul, from France 

36, 37, 39 

 Cholera, caring for victims, 1848 72-73 
 Dissension in the community 73-76 
 First Holy Habit, 1843 39, 41 
 First Profession of Vows, 1844 48-52 
 Official establishment of 39-40, 51 
 Spiritual direction 40, 48, 54, 56-57 
 Title: formal and common 40 
 Typhus, caring for victims, 1847 65-69 
Sisters of Saint Ann 
(SSA) 

Archambeault, Adelaide, postulant 162-163 

 Arrival in the NW 159-163 
 Marie de Bon Secours, SSA 160, 162 
 Similarities with SPs 159-160 
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Smallpox  250-251 
Society of Jesus (SJ)  
(Jesuits) 

Arrival in Oregon 62 

 Conflicts with SPs 242 
 In Jamaica 91-92 
 Native Americans 138 
Soldiers Support of SPs and ministries 229, 256 
Sons and Daughters of 
Liberty 

 27-28 

Spinning wheel  127, 232 
Stagecoach bandits  230-231 
Statistics 1856-1857 125 
Steffan, Johnnie Hair for St. Lucien figure 255 
Steilacoom, WA  187-188, 203 
Steptoe Disaster and 
Steptoe, Edward, Lt. Col. 

 136 

Stevens, Isaac Ingalls, 
Governor, WA 

 137, 166 

Storm on Pacific Ocean 
[1856 journey to NW] 

 101-102 

Sullivan, Maria, Mrs. 
[benefactor in Portland] 

 172 

Tabernacle veil  257 
Tavernier, Louis F., Dr.  67, 76-77 
Tertiary sisters  259 
Thomas, Alicia, Madame 
[benefactor in Walla Walla, 
WA] 

 189 

Thornton, D. J. [Thomas J.]  Sale of Vancouver land to Mother 
Joseph 

196 

Travel   
 Bears 193-194 
 By horseback 191-194, 204-205 
 By train in contrast to earlier travel  207-208 
 Camping 191-195, 213-214 
 Rattlesnakes 194 
 Wolves and fire 192-193 
 To Idaho from Walla Walla, 1866 190-191 
 To Walla Walla, WA, 1866 179-180, 185-186 
 To St. Ignatius, MT, 1864 209 
 To St. Ignatius, MT from Idaho, 1866 191-195 
 To British Columbia, Cariboo mines, 

1874-5 
225-226 

Truteau, Frederic Alexis, 
Canon [Chaplain, adviser 
and confessor at the Mother 
House] 

 57, 126 

Typhus, in Montreal 1847 65-69, 70 
 Vow to Our Lady of Seven Sorrows 68 



 27 

Typhus, in Vancouver, WA  233 
United States Depression 217 
 Growth impact on Native Americans 208 
 Post-Civil War environment 197 
Vancouver, WA Description of 104, 106, 196, 198, 

221-222 
Vary, Charles, Father  187, 204 
Vestments, sewing of  57, 63, 113 
Vicariate of the Sacred 
Heart 

Erected 1884 241 

Victoria, Queen   26, 30 
Ville Marie See: Montreal  
Visitations to the West Mother Caron, 1873 205, 216 
 Mother Philomene, 1866-1867 199-206 
Vocations  171 
Vow To Our Lady of Seven Sorrows 

against typhus 
68 

Wall, David, Dr.  146, 172, 221, 250, 
253 

Walla Walla, WA SP visits to  180 
 Mother Philomene visit 203 
 Growth and Fundraising 187-189 
Washington Corporation See: Incorporation  
Wax  Infant Jesus 37, 232, 255, 257 
 Martyr’s relics 233, 239 
Whitman Massacre  137 
Wilks, James Orphan 124 
Women Blackrobes  210 
Wright, George, Col.  136, 138, 164, 167, 

168, 169, 170 
Wycke, Edward, Judge Care of mentally ill 176-177 
Yakima, WA Establishment of mission and 

hardships 
228 

Yellow House, Montreal  37 
 


